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Brethren of Toronto East District: 

 

As I write this, the temperatures outside are dropping.  Daylight hours are shortening, mornings are 

chillier and soon the leaves will fall.  Welcome to October!!  And yet, while our weather changes, some 

say for the worse, some for the better, let’s take a few moments to pause, to reflect and to give thanks for 

what blessings we have.  A child’s giggle, your sweetheart’s smile, a good deed done for another; all are 

blessings around us.  In your busy life, take a moment to look for them and give thanks. 

 

Let’s also give thanks for the dedicated work of so many Masons in Toronto East who make all of our 

gatherings so enjoyable and so successful.  This past month the District held it’s Fall Business Meeting, a 

Lodge of Instruction, three Receptions for Grand Lodge Officers of Toronto East and three offerings of 

the Mechanics of the Work series.  Many Lodges conducted degrees to help their brethren continue their 

Masonic journeys.  Three Installing Boards have assisted in putting in place three new teams of Officers 

in the past month with six more planning diligently for October’s Installations.  As well, I am sure that 

two Lodges are dutifully preparing for the two Official visits that take place in October, as are the 

brethren of two lodges preparing to honour their own recently-appointed Grand Lodge Officers.    The 

Officers of all Lodges and I would be honoured if you could attend as many of these planned meetings 

outside your Lodge as you are able to attend.  Specific dates and details can be found elsewhere.   

 

Again, I’d like to remind prospective D.D.G.M.’s of the change in the required correspondence course.  

As well, I draw your attention to the D.D.G.M. Orientation Seminar being held on October 29
th
 in 

Oshawa.  Please advise the District Secretary if you want to attend.  

 

Yes, the Masons of our District have been busy and continue to be busy to support their brethren.  I thank 

each and every one of you for your diligent efforts for the good of Freemasonry in Toronto East.  

 

At our recent District meeting a number of your Committee Chairs and Project Leaders provided 

synopses of their plans for the busy year ahead.  I am sure that your Lodge Secretary will be able to 

inform you of these specifics.  Or, you could check out the District website which will include more 

information in the coming weeks.  

 

However, I want introduce you to the District Charity-the Hospital for Sick Children’s Sick Kids’ 

Foundation.  I’m really excited about this project!!  I think you will be too when you read W. Bro. 

Malcolm Parish’s outline that will appear shortly.  All that I will say now is that we have an ambitious 

goal, it is eminently achievable given our past history and I ask every Lodge to get behind this very 

worthwhile project to ensure that we achieve it.  Bringing a smile to a sick child’s face is another 

blessing!! 

 

My brethren, our lives don’t always follow an “up path”.  There are times when we may face period(s) on 

the “down path”.  But always remember that our Attitude determines our Altitude.  In this country we all 

have so much to be thankful for; count your blessings for the flowers you see and not the showers that 

fall.  As Masons let’s “endeavor to be happy ourselves and to communicate that happiness to others”. 

 

May the G.A.O.T.U. keep you safe always and help us all to remain true to our obligations. 

 

Freemasonry in action…deeds speak!! 
 

Sincerely and fraternally, 

 

Bruce N. Palanik 

District Deputy Grand Master 

Toronto East District  


